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Appellants appeal under 35 U.S.C. § 134 from the Final Rejection of 
claims 22 and 23. No other claims are pending. (App Br. 3.) We have 
jurisdiction under 35 U.S.C. § 6(b). 

We reverse. 

STATEMENT OF THE CASE 
Appellants' invention relates to displaying functions of a radio 
apparatus in the vicinity of a display device such that a local association 
exists between at least one control element and the displayed function (Spec. 
1). 

Exemplary Claim 

Claim 23 is illustrative of the invention and reads as follows: 

23. A radio apparatus embodied- in a radio-telephone, 
comprising a display device; a first control element and a second 
control element each for selecting and/or activating functions of the 
radio apparatus which are displayed on said display device; said first 
and second control elements being disposed neighboring said display 
device so that a local association exists between said first and second 
control elements and displaying of functions of the radio apparatus on 
said display device, wherein a first operating state is provided in 
which an information about said first operating state on said display 
device is associated with said first control element, said first control 
element having no function and merely the information about said 
first operating state is assigned and in which a function for activation 
of a second operating state on said display device is associated with 
said second control element, wherein said second operating state is 
associated with said first operating state, and wherein in said second 
operating state an information about said second operating state on 
said display device is associated with said second control element, 
said second control element having no function and merely the 
information about said second operating state is assigned and in which 
a function for activation of said first operating state on said display 
device is associated with said first control element. 
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The Examiner's Rejection 

The Examiner relies on the following prior art in rejecting the claims: 

Baals US 5,396,547 Mar. 7, 1995 

Tsoi US 5,633,912 May 27, 1997 

Claims 22 and 23 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tsoi and Baals. 1 

ISSUE 

Did the Examiner err in rejecting the claims under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a)? The issue specifically turns on whether the combination of 
references teaches or suggests two control elements that toggle between first 
and second operating states, as recited in claim 23. 

ANALYSIS 

Appellants argue that the soft keys in Tsoi are all associated with a 
control function displayed on the display and the display is blank when the 
soft keys have no associated functions (App. Br. 6). Additionally, 
Appellants point out that, the transitions between various states in Tsoi 
indicate that in the only two reversible transitions to a previous state, as 
shown in Figures 5, 7, and 10, the screen associated with a soft key with no 
function is blank (App. Br. 7). Appellants further argue that Baals merely 
provides an arrangement for entering information into a directory (App. Br. 
8). In response, the Examiner asserts that Tsoi discloses that, as shown in 



1 Appellants indicate that claim 22 depends on claim 23 (App. Br. 11), 
whereas claim 22 is reproduced in the "CLAIMS APPENDIX" section as 
improperly dependent upon itself. 
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Figures 7 and 8, pressing the call button causes transition to a different state 
in which no function is displayed associated with the other three buttons 
(Ans. 5). 

We agree with Appellants (Reply Br. 2) that the relied-on portion of 
Tsoi provides no teaching or suggestion related to "an arrangement in which 
pressing a button causes a transition to a different operating state in which 
that button has no function" (emphasis original). In fact, while a function 
for transitioning to another state is associated with buttons 82 and 84 in Tsoi, 
no further operating states is identified in which those buttons have no 
function. See Tsoi, Figs. 7 and 8. 

CONCLUSION 

On the record before us, we find that the Examiner erred in rejecting 
claim 23. Therefore, the 35 U.S.C. § 103 rejection of claim 23, and of claim 
22 dependent therefrom, cannot be sustained. 

DECISION 

The decision of the Examiner rejecting claims 22 and 23 is reversed. 
REVERSED 
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